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Dear Parents: 

 

Your child will soon begin the new adventure of learning to play a musical 

instrument.  We hope and expect that your child will enjoy this enriching 

experience.  It is my desire and that of the music staff of Union Schools to 

do all that we can to assist you and your child in this new venture. 

 

This booklet answers many questions you will want to know about the Union 

School Music Program.  Please consider its contents carefully and plan to 

keep it for future reference.  

 

With the school, parents and child working together, we can be assured of a 

strong music program and a successful and enjoyable experience for your 

child. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Laurie Routt 

DG Elementary Band Instructor 

Union Middle School Band Instructor 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

To the Parents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Welcome to the Band!  You are among many thousands of young people 

throughout the United States starting in instrumental music programs.  One 

of the first rules is òDonõt Become Discouraged.ó  Just remember that every 

fine player began in exactly the same way you are beginning.  After a few 

attempts, the flute players will become a òwee-bitó dizzy!  The 

trumpet/trombone/baritone, french horn/ tuba players will probably have 

òticklyó lips!  The clarinet/saxophone players will be constantly chipping 

reeds and playing a few òsqueaksó and òsquawksó here and there!  The 

percussionists struggle with the bells before striking the right one at the 

right time!  All beginners have had these same problems, but with patience 

and daily practice, they will disappear.  
 
The Band Rehearsal  

 The band rehearsal at school is fun because you get to be with the 

other students and make music together.  Rehearsals can be even more fun 

when each student prepares his/her part at home.  The rehearsal is the 

time to put it all together. 
 
The Band Lesson  

 The band lesson at school is a very important time for you.  It is the 

time when your teacher listens to your prepared lesson and then makes 

recommendations about how to improve your playing.  If you come to each 

lesson having practiced the assignment, you will make progress and little by 

little, you will become a fine player. 
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Home Practice 
 

 The band rehearsals and lessons are important, but the success for 

everything comes from good practice habits at home.  With homework, 

meetings, sports, favorite TV shows, home chores and time for having fun, 

there are plenty of excuses for not practicing.  Professional musicians, as 

well as your teachers, will tell you there is no substitute for daily home 

practice.  Just like an athlete who has to keep his/her muscles in top 

condition by working out daily, a musician must strengthen his/her playing 

muscles every day in order to perform well.  Since beginners have 

undeveloped playing muscles, daily home practice is especially important. 

 With so many things to do, it is important to budget your time and 

select a time each day that you can reserve for practice.  Find a place where 

you can practice by yourself ð a room where you wonõt disturb the family and 

they wonõt disturb you.  How you practice is more important than how long 

you practice.  Your teacher will help you develop good practice habits.  Work 

out wrong notes and wrong rhythms until you can play them correctly, and 

then repeat over and over before going on down the lesson page.  Repetition 

is most important! 

  The better each individual becomes, the better the band will become.  

You will find that your parents, teachers, and friends take a great deal of 

pride in a band that plays well. 
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The beginners  band lessons will start around the first week of 

October.  Selection of instruments and arrangements to rent 

instruments will be done around the end of September.  A schedule 

for band lessons will be posted in the fifth grade classrooms.  

Students will have a band lesson with a partner or partners once per 

week and band rehearsal will meet after students have had two 

lessons.  The band performs for the spring concert.  Most of the 

events for all the bands for elementary, middle school and high 

school are listed on the school calendar.  This should help in planning 

ahead so your child can participate in all their performances this year 

and years to come. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Organization 

 



Instruments 

 West Music of Coralville will come to DG Elementary and tell you about a low 

cost monthly rental plan for musical instruments designed so that your child can enjoy 

all the benefits of a musical education.  Their representative calls on our school each 

week and sees that our instruments are always kept in good repair.  Their service includes 

free pick-up and delivery of any repairs.  West Music has been serving our school district 

for a long period of time and is a fully authorized franchised dealer of all major brand 

instruments of the type that is used in our band program.  Should you ever need to 

contact them, the toll-free number is 1-800-248-7004 or through their website:  

www.westmusic.com.  The representative who comes to Union Schools each week is Jeff 

Taylor.  The instruments that need to be provided by the individual or rented from the 

music store include:  flute, clarinet, alto saxophone, tenor saxophone, trumpet, trombone, 

and percussion kit. 

 

 The school owns the larger instruments: french horns, baritones, tubas and large 

percussion instruments.  These are rented for $42 per year through the school. 

 

 If you have access to an instrument, we request that you bring the instrument to 

the music teacher so that the instrument can be checked to make sure it is in good playing 

condition for your child.  We will have West Music look at it and give an estimate if any 

repairs need to be done.  They can do the repairs if you wish.  Merlin Grady from Grady 

Instrument Repair in Waterloo is also very good and you may take your instrument to him 

for an instrument check and repair.  His phone number is 1-800-373-6297 

 

 Percussionist, please note:  You will need to rent a percussion kit from the 

music store for your home practice.  A bell set and practice pad are included in the 

kit.  Starting in 6
th
 grade, percussionists will have to pay the school a $42 per year 

instrument rental for the use of the larger percussion instruments, sticks and 

mallets. 

 

Supplies like reeds, oil, instrument care kits, lesson books, etc. are available from 

the music teacher. 

 

 

 

 

      

 
 
Instruments and Supplies



Many parents feel they do not have the musical training to help their child with music.   

However, the biggest help you can give is encouragement and understanding.   At 

times you will have to be a disciplinarian, insisting on home practice.  Be patient with 

those first beginning notes.  Encourage your child by listening to him/her practice 

and remember the value of praise. 

 

Suggested Ways to Help Your Child  

ü At Home  

× Help your child arrange a regular practice time in his/her daily routine. 

× Help your child find a quiet place to practice without interruption. 

× Show your interest by listening to a song once or twice a week. 

× Avoid making fun of the beginning sound.  Encourage his/her good 

efforts in the beginning. 

× Help your child find a safe place to keep the instrument, particularly if 

there are younger children in the home.   

× Keep the instrument in good repair, with reeds, oils, etc. that are 

needed. 

× Put all band activities on your calendar so that you child will be able to 

attend and participate. 

× Help your child keep a record of his/her practice time between band 

lessons.  A practice chart is provided in the back of the book. 

× Help your child remember to take instrument and lesson book on band 

rehearsal and lesson days. 

ü At School  

× Attend performances of your childõs band. 

× Visit rehearsal and lessons occasionally. 

× Discuss with the music teacher any concerns that may arise during the 

school year.  The parent/teacher team in the band program is as vital 

as it is in the classroom. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Parents:  How You Can Help Your Child 

  


